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Model T Ford Club of Australia Inc           PO Box 91, MARDEN. SA 5070 

www.modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au 

 
CLUB PATRON: Tony Williams 

President: Trevor Martin P.O. Box46, HOUGHTON SA 5131                     08 8380 5420 
  president@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au 

V. President: David Carver                                                        0427 754 250 

Secretary: Maxine Martin secretary@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au     0400 660 654 

Treasurer: Kingsley Taylor treasurer@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au      0404 373 740 

Committee: Mik Bojko  David Dunn 

 Bob Yates  Paul VanRuth 

 Anthony Russell 

     

Minute Secretary: (Committee)  Mik Bojko  

 (General)  John Eastick                         0412 826 957 

Clubroom Booking Coordinator:  Bob Yates                            0409 530 714 

Clubroom Maintenance Coordinator:    Paul Van Ruth 
  maintenance@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au 

 

Historic Vehicle Registrars: Michael Gordon   registrar@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au 

  Mik Bojko Bob Yates 

  Greg Morphett Mark Rowe 

Publicity Officer:   Ian Oates                               

Public Officer:   Mik Bojko                            0438 814 810 

 

Vehicle Dating Committee:  Allan Bennett                       08 8522 2169 

   David Carver   

                                                                                          John Scorgie                        8251 3549  

 

Federation Representative:  Colin Drennan  

Librarian:   Neil Hofmeyer                     0448 944 756 

Buzzer Box Editor: Maxine Martin   buzzerbox@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au 

Web Site Consultant:      Dawid Rewak   webmaster@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au 

 

Membership:  Please direct all enquiries to the Secretary                             0400 660 654 

http://www.modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au
mailto:president@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au
mailto:secretary@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au
mailto:treasurer@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au?subject=
mailto:maintenance@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au
mailto:paul@supavr.com?subject=
mailto:webbmaster@modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au?subject=
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

I hope you have all had a great Christmas and a happy new year, Let’s hope that as we 

look forward to 2021 it will be much better than the very different and difficult year, we 

had in 2020. 

I guess what we have now is the new covid normal environment that we will all need to 

embrace. It is very tricky to look too far into the future so we will continue to organise 

runs no more than three months or so in advance, no longer can we say we have always 

done this in March or that in May, keep a close eye on both your inbox and your copy of 

the buzzerbox for up-to-date information. 

Like most other clubs and businesses, we have a Government issued QR code, this is re-

quired for recording your visit to our clubrooms. Please make sure you sign in with your 

mobile phone each and every time you enter our clubrooms, a paper-based system will 

remain in place for those of us who do not have mobile phone technology to use the QR 

code system. 

In February1964 this great club was founded a birthday supper will be held at our next 

general meeting Wednesday February 3rd.  

As Covid disrupted our planned end of year Christmas breakup dinner at the RSL Club, 

we have booked for a dinner to celebrate our clubs birthday.  

You are invited to attend the clubs 57th Birthday celebration, Saturday 13th March West 

Croydon RSL.  Entertainment by Martin. Come along for an evening of Rock and Roll, 
Invite your family and friends and book a table, All welcome. Let’s make this a night to 
remember. (see below) Keep an eye on your inbox for more details. 

 

Trevor Martin 

President 
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Greetings for 2021 from Club Patron  

 

Hi to all Model T Club Members.  Here are a few notes on some of my summertime high-
lights that I hope you find interesting.   

 

Holden Heroes: 

After the excitement of attending the rescheduled start to the Club’s 2020 Annual Run, 
with my good friend and former workmate acting as navigator, we drove, without a con-
voy, to Birdwood to visit the National Motor Museum for the “Holden Heroes : A Retro-
spoective 1948 – 2017”.  The winding country roads presented terrific scenery including in 
some areas sign of advancing recovery from the terrible bushfires.  The weather was per-
fect and sensational with little wind and glorious sunshine.  On arrival, with a hearty appe-
tite and needing nourishment for our Museum walkabout, we went straight to the Blum-
berg Bakery near the Hotel and across the road from the Museum.  They had a wide range 
of choices for the best a country bakery can offer and a few surprises and excellent ser-
vice.  Birdwood has good other food etc choices too eg Blumberg Hotel, Lovell’s Bakery 
etc and accommodation options.  The Museum’s many displays are fascinating.  We spent 
a few hours there and enjoyed the curated special exhibition on GM Holden eg the wild-
est Torana I have ever seen and 17 other special “Heroes” exhibition cars plus more in the 
Museum’s collection etc.  Their website notes:-  

 The National Motor Museum has partnered with General Motors to exhibit some of Aus-

tralia’s most significant motoring history.   On display are the amazing Hurricane (1969); 

the unique Torana GTR-X (1970) and the fantastic and brave design of the EFIJY (2005) . 

There is also the Number One Holden (1948) and the very last Australian made Holden, a 

VF Commodore Series II SS Redline (2017) as well as the significant ‘millionth’ vehicles pro-

duced by Holden.   

Holden Heroes: a retrospective 1948-2017 | Motor Museum (history.sa.gov.au) 

 

 

NRM Birdwood International Award 
winning FJ Holden concept car  

https://motor.history.sa.gov.au/events/holden-heroes-a-retrospective-1948-2017/
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Greetings for 2021 from Club Patron  

Ford Australia History snippet: 

Did you know about how Ford started up here in Australia?  Well I did not but I was very 
surprised and lucky at our Club’s General Meeting to be given a loan of “The Vintage 
Ford” – Official Publication of the Model T Ford Club of America Vol 55 no 5 Sept/ Oct 
2020 that had the feature of the “condensed version of a larger 88 page work by John 
Page (Sunshine Coast Qld) covering the early beginnings of Ford Motor Co of Austral-
ia”....  

 

Mr Page’s notes continue in italics: -   “It all began with Ford Motor Co of Canada and 
their planned expansion into the Commonwealth countries” -  except UK that had their 
own arrangement with Ford HQ USA.  To overcome Australian high tariffs imposition im-
posed in 1918, strategies were being explored to equip Ford cars with Australian built 
bodies, assembled by Australian workers. The Canadian Ford Company was the parent 
company when the Australian company was first established.  Two Canadian officials Hu-
bert French and Melvin Brooks were sent here ~ October 1923 to evaluate manufactur-
ing and distribution dealership prospects in Australia.  

 

“In November 1924, a group of Canada’s key men ..  were sent to do preliminary work to 
set up the future Australian company.” ... On 1 July 1925, the Ford Motor Company of 
Australia Pty Ltd released a statement establishing them as distributor for all Ford autos, 
trucks and tractors in the Commonwealth, with 450 dealers and 2,000 Ford service sta-
tions”...  At the 1925 Royal Melbourne Show, Ford Motor Co presented an amazing exhi-
bition ... including touring cars with colour choices of cobalt blue, buff and grey” ... “The 
Melbourne “Australasian” newspaper reported improvements of the new Australian Ford 
models with nickel fittings, lower set body, lower and roomier seats lower hood and 
windscreen, and fine quality leather upholstery, having a general air of distinction”.  

 

The legend continues and the stories – 
some tall and some true too - are told in a 
cosy Port Road pavilion in Croydon SA.  The 
marvellous Maxine/ Club Secretary looks 
forward to your contribution notes and car 
excursion photos in 2021.  Please pass the 
roadmap. Happy trails and safe driving to 
you all for all your ventures.  

 

Kind regards  

 

Tony Williams 
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Invites you to a breakfast Run on Sunday 21st February 2021 

It will be a combined Breakfast Run with 

Members of the T’s, V8’s & 8 &10’s clubs 

Meet at 7.30 am at the CCC Club Rooms 

Glandore Community Centre, Clarke Avenue, Glandore 

Ready for a short drive leaving at 7.45am 

This will be an easy short run followed by a delicious breakfast 

A charge of $7.00 per person is requested to cover costs. 

Please bring along your chairs and tables. 

Please come along and join in with fellow Early Ford Enthusiasts 

Please advise secretary Maxine if you are attending by Monday 3rd Feb 2021 

as this will assist with the catering requirements 
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A blast from the past  

Beach Run January 1968 

The beach run has been jinxed from the start – the first one it rained – the second, was 

windy, so with my run of bad luck since the Annual Run in the form of a burnt out wiring 

system – broken crankshaft and piston and knowing luck always runs in threes I volun-

teered to organise the Beach Run. I chose Moana as our destination because all the con-

veniences are available and without much trouble I organised for an area to be roped off 

for us when we arrived. 

The run started on a typical beach run day – overcast – from the parking bay opposite ETSA 

on Greenhill Rd. Due to the mail strike the newsletter announcing the run was not distribut-

ed and only a few members who I personally contacted were present. 

We left Greenhill Rd in convoy style and headed up through Windy Point to Belair where we 

regrouped before pushing on to Clarendon. At Clarendon we again regrouped and while 

Mal poured oil into his roadster the rest of us invaded the bakery to stock up with pasties 

and buns for breakfast. On again, this time thru Kangarilla, McLaren Flat, Mclaren Vale and 

down to Moana. 

On arrival at the beach we parked in the reserved area and were immediately swarmed by 

surfies and oldies all looking and asking questions. To my surprise it still hadnt rained and 

there was no wind blowing, not a bad day after all.  

The next hour was spent by most of us consuming enormous amounts of food, Mal again 

pouring oil into the roadster with Neil Murrie and a few others waxing their boards. After 

lunch was a ball, everybody drove someone else's car up and down the beach, much to the 

delight of the crowds. The most enjoyable part of lunch on the beach is the snooze that fol-

lows but with Karleen Tilley, Denise White, Alison West and others many of us spent the 

“snooze” period fighting off attacks of ice from women intending on freezing us to the 

bone. Kay White came prepared with a water pistol and could stand back 20 yards and fire 

a stream of cold water with unbelievable accuracy. With Surfing, swimming, driving and 

general clowning around the after-

noon flew and about 3.30pm we 

packed up and left. 

A pleasant drive home through Port 

Noarlunga, Christies Beach to the top 

of Tapleys Hill completed what I 

thought was a good day. 
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A blast from the past  

Beach Run January 1968 (cont) 

Points of Interest: 

The trip was run in convoy style but with a direction sheet – no one was lost. 

A modern car followed thru behind the last car at all times – no major hold ups. 

Neil Murrie had a 10’6” surfboard sticking up from the backseat of his ‘T’. If you couldn’t 

see the ‘T’ between the hills you couldn’t possibly miss the board. 

Kingsley White had three boards on his tray top – a real “woodie wagon” 

Although we had no vintage surf boards we had plenty of vintage surf board riders. 

Mal West poured gallons of oil into his new motor. I think he must have cut costs when 

building it and left out the rings. 

Reg Tilley’s ‘T’ pulled up to Belair in top gear with seven aboard. I bet the falcon wouldn’t. 

Allan white has got a unique combination for reverse gear, foot hard down, throttle the 

same and three people pushing backwards. 

Cheers to the 5AD Shore Patrol plane for announcing our arrival at Moana. 

 I would like to thank all members concerned for the donation for the Moana SLSC.  

A total of $3.70 was handed into the lifesavers from the club. 

Author: A much younger John Scorgie 

 

Rosalie Grenville thanked Allan Bennett for his delicious recipe for Devilled Almonds.  

A sample would be nice Allan 
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         MODEL ‘T’ FORD  CLUB OF AUSTRALIA

2020 EVENTS    CALENDAR

MONTH DATE MEETING EVENT LOCATION

2021   TIME   

February Wed 3rd 8.00pm Birthday General Meeting Clubrooms 

 Sun 21st 7.30am Model A Breakfast AAA clubrooms Glandore

 Sun 21st 9.00am All American Day Tilley Reserve 

 Wed 24th 5.30pm Buzzerbox/Committee Clubrooms 

March Wed 3rd 8.00pm General Meeting Clubrooms 

 Sat 13th 7.00pm Birthday Dinner West Croydon RSL

 Wed 31st 5.30pm Buzzerbox/Committee Clubrooms 

     

April Wed 7th  General Meeting Clubrooms 

     

     

 Wed 28th 5.30pm Buzzerbox/Committee Clubrooms 

          

May Wed 5th 8.00pm General Meeting Clubrooms 

     

 Wed 26th 5.30pm Buzzerbox/Committee Clubrooms 

     

June Wed 2nd 8.00pm General Meeting Clubrooms 

     

 Wed 30th  Buzzerbox/committee Clubrooms 

     

July Wed 7th 8.00pm General Meeting Clubrooms 

     

 Wed 28th 5.30pm Buzzerbox/Committee Clubrooms 

     

August Wed 4th 8.00pm General Meeting Clubrooms 

     

 Wed 25th 5.30pm Buzzerbox/Committee Clubrooms 
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FORD  CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 

2020 EVENTS    CALENDAR 

LOCATION NOTES ORGANISER 

      

 Committee 

AAA clubrooms Glandore Bookings essential Model A Car Club 

Tilley Reserve  American GM Drivers Club of Australia 

Committee after Buzzerrbox Committee 

 Committee 

West Croydon RSL Bookings Essential Committee 

Committee after Buzzerbox committee 

  

 Committee 

  

  

Committee after Buzzerbox Committee 

    

 Committee 

  

 Committee 

  

 Committee 

  

 Committee 

  

 Committee 

  

Committee after Buzzerbox Committee 

  

 Committee 

  

Committee after Buzzerbox Committee 
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September 2014  

September 2018 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 2ND DECEMBER 2020 

1. WELCOME: 

1.1.  Meeting commenced at 8.02pm. 

1.2.  The President welcomed everyone present. 

1.3.  The President advised that in case of emergency, both the front and back doors are open. 

1.4.  The Secretary outlined the club’s responsibilities at the clubrooms under the current 

 COVID-19 environment: 

1.4.1. Attendees must sign in or use the newly established QR app as they enter the clubrooms 

 (a legal requirement for contact tracing purposes); 

1.4.2. Attendees must socially distance – one per 4m2; and 

1.4.3. Non-compliance could constitute a breach and the club could be fined $5,000 by the 

 police. Maxine is the designated COVID Marshal. 

1.5.  The President wished Tony Russell a happy birthday for today and this was followed by 

 those present singing Tony the birthday song. 

2. APOLOGIES: 

2.1.  David Pettifor, Nancy Bennett, Diane Eastick, Bob Yates, John Clark, Sarah Bowshall. 

3. MYSTERY OBJECTS: 

3.1.  One from Tony Russell. 

4. MINUTES OF LAST GENERAL MEETING, 4TH NOVEMBER 2020: 

4.1.  As presented in the December 2020 Buzzer Box. 

 Moved: Stuart Bowshall, that the minutes be accepted; Seconded: Neil Hofmeyer; Carried. 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING: 

5.1.  The President advised that the Committee continues to investigate solar panels in collabo

 ration with Anthony Bennett. 

5.2.  The President advised that Council is yet to remove the protruding kerb and reshape the 

 gutter. 

6. SECRETARY’S REPORT: 

6.1.  The Secretary tabled reciprocating club magazines for members to read after the meeting. 

6.2.  A letter had been sent to Ian Denton and family about their efforts at Clare for the Annual 

 Run. 

 A reply had been received from Ian saying it was an absolute pleasure. 

 Moved: Maxine Martin, that the Secretary’s Report be accepted; Seconded: Paul van Ruth; 

 Carried. 

7. NEW MEMBERSHIP: 

7.1.  A full membership application was received from Karen Bagshaw of Mt Gambier. 

 This application was proposed by Maxine Martin and seconded by Trevor Martin 

 Moved: Tony Russell that this membership be accepted; Seconded: Adam Jones; Carried. 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 2ND DECEMBER 2020 (cont) 

8. TREASURER’S REPORT: 

8.1.  The Treasurer read out a reconciliation of accounts for the month of November 2020. 

 Moved: Kingsley Taylor, that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted; Seconded: David Dunn; 

 Carried. 

9. CLUBROOM BOOKING COORDINATOR’S REPORT: 

9.1. In Bob Yates’s absence, the President advised that two new clubs have entered into lease 

 agreements for the clubrooms—EK & EF Holden Club and the Military Vehicle Preserva

 tion Society of South Australia. 

9.2.  The Fern Society of South Australia is close to also entering into a lease agreement. 

10. CLUBROOM MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR’S REPORT: 

10.1. Paul van Ruth debriefed the recent Working Bee on Saturday 14 November and thanked 

 those four members who attended. 

10.2. Paul also thanked David Carver for continuing to mow the grass. 

11. BUZZER BOX REPORT: 

11.1. Maxine Martin mentioned she had been sick during the preparation time for the December 

 edition but all of the promised contributions showed up on time to make things easier on 

 her. 

11.2. Articles are now required for the February 2021 edition (there being no edition for Janu

 ary). 

11.3. Maxine Martin again produced a Members Profile template and encouraged members to 

 submit it and/or use it to assist in preparing an article for a future edition of the Buzzer Box. 

 Such articles are encouraged please. 

12. FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT: 

12.1. In Colin Drennan’s absence, Michael Gordon mentioned the last meeting was cancelled 

due to the recent COVID lockdown. 

13. PAST EVENTS: 

13.1. The Adelaide Heritage Run on Sunday 8 November 2020: our club supported this event 

with seven vehicles. It was a good day out with very good weather. Merry Perry reported the 

heritage walk was excellent. It was suggested the showgrounds be avoided as a meeting place 

at any future time because it is ordinarily so busy. 

14. FUTURE EVENTS: 

14.1. Christmas Party on Saturday 19 December 2020: this event has unfortunately been can-

celled due to COVID restrictions affecting viability. The Committee made this decision at the 

time of the recent state-wide lockdown. 

14.2. In its place, the Committee is planning a joint Christmas – birthday dinner in March 2021 at 

the local RSL Hall. It is desirable that at least 50 people be in attendance. 

14.3. Milang event in January has been cancelled. 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 2ND DECEMBER 2020 (cont) 

14.4. Suggestions for January runs include a repeat Cherry Run and attendance at the Valley 

Hot Rodders Annual ‘Cruise On’ event in Tanunda on 14 to 16 January. These will be investigat-

ed further and details published. 

14.5. Kangaroo Island Adventure between 25 and 31 October 2021: Adam Jones updated mem-

bers on the level of interest, bookings to-date and his plans for venues. The Sealink ferry trips at 

that time are being booked and the hold on accommodation may possibly be extended. Adam 

thanked those who had entered thus far and indicated that the entered vehicles spanned 70 

years of motoring history. 

15. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

15.1. The Secretary received an email advising that the Kernewek Lowender event is proceeding 

in 2021. Registration will be on-line. 

15.2. Michael Gordon advised that he had reason to be in discussion with a WA person who 

went on to provide very complimentary feedback on the 2013 National Rally in the Barossa. 

15.3. Interstate vehicle registration processes were discussed. 

15.4. Michael Gordon spoke of the ordeals he encountered with the number plates for his recent-

ly sold Morris Oxford. This initiated a broader discussion about the various number plate 

schemes. 

15.5. It was mentioned that John Fox’s son Marty is selling his historic vehicles. 

16. MYSTERY OBJECTS: 

16.1. A burnt-out RCD. Most people knew what it was but Tony Russell spoke of how it came to 

be burnt out. David Dunn enlightened Tony as to a contributory reason. 

17. RAFFLE DRAW: 

17.1. Drawn. 

17.2. A five prize pool. 

18. BUY, SWAP, SELL OR GIVEAWAY: 

18.1. Provide any details to the Editor for publication. 

19. NEXT MEETINGS: 

19.1. Buzzer Box Folding: 27 January 2021 at 5.30pm. 

19.2. Committee Meeting: 27 January 2021 at 6.00pm. 

19.3. General Meeting: 3 February 2021 at 8.00pm. This will be a club birthday meeting. 

20. MEETING CLOSED: 

The President thanked everyone for their attendance and invited then for a coffee and a chat. 

Patron Tony Williams said a few words in closing. 

On behalf of Maxine, himself and the Committee, the President wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas with family. 

The meeting was closed (time not recorded). 

Those present were reminded to sign the attendance book 
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Allan Bennettt   Nancy Bennett 

Kevin Burgemeister Neil Hofmeyer 

David Kimber   Norman Lewis 

Kay Russell    Andrew Taverna 

Jenny Taylor    Andrzei Trepa 

Sue Van Ruth   Rosa Yates 

Beryl Long 
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Marjorie Burn  Frank Cini 

Cheryl Crawford Nicola Giorgio 

Douglas Elefsen Anton Groffen 

Darren Hosking Kay LeVars 

Kelly Russell  Trish Vaughan 

Jill Weidenbach Jarred LeVars  

Christopher Sidwell 
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Arturo Taverna 

12/03/1935 - 12/01/2021 

The Committee of the Model T Ford Club of Australia 

are sad to advise members of the recent passing of 

Club member, 

Arturo 

Our thoughts are with his family 

At this very sad time. 

The 1927 T (with Ruckstall) has been languish-
ing at Loxton’s Historical Village for months. No 
one wants it??? It is absolutely complete, being 
an old restoration. I think it’s owner would ac-
cept a reasonable offer of less than $20,000 - if 
interested, ring me and I can put you in touch 
with its elderly widowed owner. 
 
 
David Kimber 
0427 546 237 

Henry Ford once said: 

Don't find fault, find a remedy; anybody can complain. 

If you always do what you’ve always done, you’ll always get what you’ve al-

ways got. 

Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty, 

anyone who keeps learning stays young, 

the greatest thing in life is to keep your mind young. 
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